See!

asleep :
The night is come.

.SOME   MODERN

hath   fallen;    the  trees  are

The land is wrapt in

He was made Poet Laureate in 1913
and on his death in 1930 was succeeded
by John Masefield.

John Masefield.

Born at Ledbury, in the West of
England, in 1878, John Masefield spent
his youth and early manhood in wan-
dering in many parts of the world,
earning a living as best he could in any-
job that came his way. It was his
experiences as a sailor before the mast
that inspired his earlier
poems, published in
1902 under the title
" Salt Water Ballads."
The boy at school and
the older man by the
fireside feels something
of the call of the sea
when he reads even the
opening lines of " Sea
Fever " :
'' I must go down to the seas

again, to the lonely sea

and sky,
And all I ask is a tall ship

and a star to steer her

by,

And the wheel's kick, and

the wind's   song  and

the. white sails shaking,
And a grey mist on the

sea's face and a grey

dawn breaking."

His success as a poet
and writer led him to
give up his wandering
and devote his whole
time to literature. Yet
in his writings he shows
the same versatility as
he did when he was a
wanderer ready to take
on any task on sea or
ashore. " The Ever-
lasting Mercy" and
"The Widow in the Bye
Street" are narrative
poems of stern realism,
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while " Reynard the Fox " and
"Right Royal" give vivid pictures of
sporting life in the English country-
side.

He has written, too, fine novels in
prose such as Jim Davis, Captain
Margaret, Lost Endeavour and Sard
Harker.

Another fine poet who may well be
remembered in the years to come when
much of his other work is forgotten is
Sir Henry Newbolt (1862-1938). Who
has not heard that great and popular
poem " Drake's Drum " sung or recited
and felt thrilled by the lines :

Specially drawn for this work.
A POET AT THE WHEEL
John Masefield's early life at sea in sailing ships gave him
inspiration for many of his poems. Often as an apprentice he
would have to take his " trick " at the wheel on a moonlight
night in the tropics and must have been impressed by the
beauty of sky and sea.